
Liner Notes 
 
The main reason why I created this work has to do with how improvising musicians 
listen to each other. I think it's a nuanced and subtle thing that's generally behind the 
curtains. I'm talking about moments during a concert, like during a solo. I'm also 
talking about musicians listening to each other out of the bandstand while talking 
about ideas, approaches, or any other topic for that matter. I believe how they talk and 
listen is mirrored in how they play together. This is inspiring for me to the point that it 
makes me ask questions. What if more people listen to each other as improvising 
musicians do? Do musicians have a role in society to unveil how listening works for 
them? That's what the word Conversations makes me think. 
 
Chaos then is where the listening is supposed to take place. To me, the word chaos 
has more to do with how complex systems work -like our society, and economy- than 
the daily used negative connotations. You may have heard of "The Butterfly Effect" 
before. A butterfly's wings could stir up enough air molecules that could lead to the 
formation of weather systems in faraway lands. This sounds like a myth, but it is 
proven mathematically by researchers (Edward N. Lorenz's experiments with an IBM 
computer in 1961) that tiny fluctuations in inital conditions could lead to changes in 
the long term in complex systems. My belief is that our social systems are as chaotic 
as weather dynamics and a person's individual actions could cause ripples in the 
surrounding environment equivalent to the small fluctuations a butterfly could 
supposedly create in the weather. Conversations in Chaos then is an idea and an 
action I'd like to introduce to my surroundings.  
 
Thanks for listening.  
Engin Özşahin, November 2022    
 

Track Details 
 

Produced by Engin Özşahin. Recorded on May 7 and 8, 2021 at MIAM Studio, 
Istanbul, by Can Karadoğan and Oğuz Öz. Edited by Emre Malikler, Tamer Temel 
and Engin Özşahin. Mixed and mastered by Lee Meadvin. Total length 59:18. Cover 
art and design by fam°. All compositions © Engin Özşahin (ASCAP) except the 
collective improvisation "If This Isn't Nice What Is?"   
 
01 Music For Day Of Unplugging 7:13 
02 Worrier Warrior 10:10 
03 Wind, Sand and Stars 05:50 
04 Windblown 09:53 
05 Forced Rejoice 07:05 
06 Punctuated Equilibria 06:44 
07 Conversations in Chaos Are Few and Far Between! 07:39 
08 If This Isn't Nice, What Is? 04:44 
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